The Catholic Women's League of Canada

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

ORGANIZATION COMMUNIQUE #3 – December 15, 2010

What is the true meaning of Christmas?  Each year we re-enact the birth of a baby, Jesus our Messiah. He is the most precious gift we receive: a baby wrapped in a blanket with the tag “To (your name), with all my love, God.  Let us take a few moments to say:  “Thanks, God.  That was exactly what I wanted!”

This communiqué serves a dual purpose – firstly, to extend my Christmas prayers and greetings to all my sisters in The League.  Secondly, to send a gentle reminder regarding the submission dates for our Annual Reports and the information required by me for the distribution of the Father Walter Krewski Awards at our Provincial Convention, 2011.

December 15, 2010: Parish Council President Standing Committee Chairs submit reports to Diocesan President and Chairs

February 15, 2011: Diocesan Chairpersons submit reports to Diocesan President and Provincial Chairpersons

March 01, 2011: Diocesan Presidents submit to Provincial President

March 15, 2011: Provincial Chairpersons submit reports to Provincial President and National Chairs

March 31, 2011: Provincial Presidents submit report to National President 

The Provincial Father Walter Krewski Award criteria is on the Provincial website www.cwl.ab.ca.  Also, included on the website are the Diocesan Treasurer’s form and the Parish Council President’s form. The information must be sent to me postmarked by February 28, 2011.

Membership Incentive Plan

Remember the parish councils Our Lady of Lourdes, Coquitlam, BC and Our Lady of Sorrows, Toronto – who were the winners of the last Incentive Plan?  They do not have to pay per capita membership fees for 2011!!  Our National Organization Chairperson, Betty Anne B. Davidson said in her last Organization Communiqué that there will be a new and interesting incentive for 2012 announced at National in Toronto this year. 

Bellelle Guerin Award

I know that councils have members who qualify for the Bellelle Guerin Award.  For this reason I include the following information, as distributed by our National Organization Chairperson.  “The intention of this prestigious award is that it be given to a faithful (over 25 years), active and ‘exemplary member…who does not and will not qualify for life membership in the League’. She would be someone ‘who is unable to provide service at the national level, as a life member’ (National Manual of Policy and Procedure, p. 29.) This generally means that she will not, for whatever reason, become a diocesan and/or provincial president. Life members should never hold a Bellelle Guerin award too.”

These two awards:  Life Membership and the Bellelle Guerin Award were instituted to honour two distinct kinds of service to the League. “Councils who are considering awarding these medals are asked to carefully read and discern the League path of the outstanding member in question before applying for the honour.”

For those councils able to make use of the “On-Line Registration”, I am sure you are finding this method easier and faster than the previous method of submitting your membership list and per capita fees to National.  Remember, if you are having difficulty, please ask me and I will find the answer for you.

Plan now for your council celebration of Our Lady of Good Counsel’s feast day, April 26.  You might find it useful to adapt  the CWL Day of Peace and Hope Activities Kit -- simply insert “faith” and “justice” in place of “peace” and “hope”. 

Our National Organization Chairperson, Betty Anne B. Davidson, has sent the following request to members:  “There is a sense of need for a new ‘development discovery package’ with which to teach leadership skills and enlighten members on League possibilities. If you have any ideas to

add to the project or know of members who would be an asset to the committee, please

share them with me. We are all in this together and ‘every drop of water, a mighty ocean

makes’.” 

The year 2010 is coming to a close, and I take this opportunity to say “Thank You” to all members of Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council for the support you have given me, and all the work you are continuing to do for God and Canada.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!

Sheila 

Sheila M. H.

ABMK President-elect/Organization Chairperson
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