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The Little Red Dress

As I write this communique, I hold back my tears thinking about all the families who
have lost loved ones and who are trying to recover from the trauma and the history
connected to cultural oppression and residential schools.
It is all connected. As we try to connect with our indigenous sisters, keep in mind and
share the power of The Little Red Dress.
Aboriginal women face life-threatening, gender-based violence, and disproportionately
experience violent crimes because of hatred and racism.
How can we build a relationship with our indigenous sisters?
- Attend local indigenous-led events
-Invite a local indigenous representative to speak at your next organization’s
event
-Respect their interests and cultural values
-Build trust
-Accept and celebrate differences
Red Dress Day is the unified expression of those who are mourning; to condemn the
reality that we are living in a genocide against indigenous women and girls.
Sadly, during the pandemic there has been a sharp rise in violence towards indigenous
women. In May 2020 there was a 17% increase in domestic violence over a threemonth period compared to a 10% increase over a five-year period in 2014. Because of
this increase, the Alberta government established the Alberta Joint Working Group on
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls made up of members of the
Alberta Legislative Assembly. People have put in long hours to set a path for Alberta to
take action on recommendations for the Final Report of the National Inquiry on Missing

and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.
For more information go to Alberta Joint Working
Group on MMIWG,
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-joint-workinggroup-on-mmiwg.aspx
The Government of the NWT is expected to
release its MMIWG (Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls) action plan in May
2021, www.mmiwg-ffada.ca.
On May 5th, 2021, communities all across the
Alberta Mackenzie honoured their lost loved
ones with the symbol of the little red dress.
Beautiful bright red dresses hung across the
neighbourhood’s snow-covered branches and
trees, some on land where many young
women’s bodies were found slain. It is the norm
to see red dresses on the infamous Highway of
Tears strewn in random ditches there. Some are
torn and dirty, some are freshly hung. Witnessing them frozen and covered in snow, yet
retaining their blood colour, is striking and haunting.
We, The Catholic Women’s League, need to raise awareness on the issue of Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Alberta Mackenzie. We have to ensure
that the inquiry leads to justice and healing for all affected by the ongoing violence of
these women and girls. Some ways of supporting our indigenous sisters is walking and
standing in solidarity with them while showing the government that we demand justice
for them and their families.
Wear a red ribbon, hang a red dress outside on a tree branch or in a window, attend a
candlelight vigil and most of all pray for our indigenous sisters and their families.
Theresa Hickey

