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2017.02 Mandatory Age Verification Mechanisms
for Adult Pornographic Websites
Now more than ever we need to be acting on this
resolution.
In Southern Alberta alone, the Alert Internet Child
Exploitation Unit has investigated over 900 files so far this
year already – up over 300 files from all of 2019. Of files
investigated there are files that show children being
abused – both physically and sexually. These images are
accessible on the internet. There are many studies that
show the connection between pornography sites and the
exploitation of humans.
Live-streaming from the internet is up during this pandemic which also includes the live-streaming of
what should be “adult-only” sites. PornHub, one of the most popular pornography websites world-wide
offered free access to their site at the start of the pandemic lockdown. They have seen a 23%
increase of activity to their site. PornHub is owned by MindGeek – a website and software developer
located in Montreal, Quebec.
SENATE OF CANADA
BILL S-203 An Act to restrict young persons’ online access to sexually explicit material –
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-203/first-reading
by Senator Julie Miville-Dechêne
Senator Miville-Dechene presented a second reading of this Bill on November 3, 2020.
https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/miville-dechene-julie/
This bill is being presented in the Senate – and represents what we have been working towards.
Please review the bill and send a postcard not only to your MPs but also to the senators that also work
for us! https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/
Senator Miville-Dechene stated the following in her second reading of this Bill:
- Over the last 10 years, 1.2 million YEARS of watching pornographic videos has been calculated
- There are an estimated 350 BILLION pornographic videos available – 95% of the sites are free- Access requests has jumped substantially during this pandemic
- 28% of boys in high school access pornographic sites at least once a week and usually once a
day
- All other aspects or access of pornography material are regulated by law – magazines such as
Playboy must be covered at newsstands and a person has to show identification when
purchasing, adults must show identification when going into a sex shops, to see an X or R rated
movie at theatres – identification must be shown.
- To read the full debate:
https://sencanada.ca/Content/SEN/Chamber/432/debates/pdf/008db_2020-11-03-e.pdf#page=18
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Arnold Viersen, MP, Peace River-Westlock is also circulating a petition regarding this Bill.
I have attached the petition that is being circulated but with the pandemic not sure how you can get
signatures – but do your best!
Please contact your Diocesan Communications chair for copies of the postcards.
Religious Christmas Stamps
The Canada Post Office is once again offering religious stamps for
Christmas along with the regular Christmas stamps.
Last year, the Post Office ran out of religious stamps rather early
thus get them sooner rather than later. Canada Post is advising to
post items early as they do expect more than usual letters, cards,
and parcels to be mailed this year.
Keeping in touch with a hand-written Christmas card is a wonderful
way to communicate during 2020!
Stay Healthy
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MAILING ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

Please mail to: Arnold Viersen, MP, House of Commons, Ottawa ON K1A 0A6 (no postage required)

NAME (Please Print)

THEREFORE your petitioners call upon the House of Commons to adopt Bill S-203, Protecting Young Persons from Exposure to Pornography Act.

WHEREAS sexually explicit material — including demeaning material and material depicting sexual violence — can be easily accessed on the Internet by young
persons;
Whereas a significant proportion of the sexually explicit material accessed online is made available on the Internet for commercial purposes and is not protected by
any effective age-verification method;
WHEREAS the consumption of sexually explicit material by young persons is associated with a range of serious harms, including the development of pornography
addiction, the reinforcement of gender stereotypes and the development of attitudes favourable to harassment and violence — including sexual harassment and
sexual violence — particularly against women;
WHEREAS Parliament recognizes that the harmful effect of the increasing accessibility of sexually explicit material online for young persons is an important public
health and public safety concern;
WHEREAS online age-verification technology is increasingly sophisticated and can now effectively ascertain the age of users without breaching their privacy rights;
WHEREAS anyone making sexually explicit material available on the Internet for commercial purposes has a responsibility to ensure that it is not accessed by young
persons;
WHEREAS online age-verification was the primary recommendation made by stakeholders during a 2017 study by the Standing Committee on Health;

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF CANADA, draw the attention of the House to the following:

Petition to adopt Bill S-203

PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED

