The Catholic Women's League of Canada

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE ANNUAL REPORT 2010

Provincial Chairperson:  Yvette F.

Diocesan Chairpersons:

Calgary


Jeannette K.

Edmonton


Margaret K.

Grouard-McLennan

Denise K.

Mackenzie-Fort Smith
vacant

St. Paul


Phyllis H.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

“The Future of Humanity Rests with the Family” -John Paul II

Many councils reported presenting gifts to newly married couples of a crucifix or bible.  They also celebrate anniversaries of married couples, especially those of 50 years or more.  World Marriage Day is celebrated by having a mass and blessing the couples.  Many are involved with Marriage Preparation classes, Retrouvaille and Marriage Encounter weekend retreats as support for Marriages.  Family events are supported, such as curling, suppers, fun events and making children and the young feel welcome in parishes.  Some supported needy families in their parishes with money or gifts at Christmas. Many give financial support for Family Life Projects – CARO, Mission Mexico and Haiti. Several helped unemployed and immigrant families. Some support shelters for abused women and children. 

SANCTITY OF LIFE

Projects under the sanctity of life area include praying of Rosary for the unborn child, supporting Pro-Life programs, letter-writing against abortion, praying for newborn and unborn babies, supporting Birthright, Hike for Life, Walk for Life, March for Life, Life Chain, supporting pregnancy crisis centres, baby showers for pregnant girls, supporting Project Rachel, and Baptismal gifts and Forty Days of Prayer outside the abortion clinics.  Councils support and advertise for The Back Porch ministry. Members were busy writing letters to Government about concerns regarding euthanasia and assisted suicide and supporting Roxanne’s Law by signing petitions.  There were special masses for the unborn, stillborn and miscarried babies.  Some pray the Rosary with the Siege of Jericho to end abortion. Many councils support Palliative Care at local hospitals.

MINISTRY TO YOUTH

“Let no one look down on you because of your youth, but be a continuing example of love, faith and purity.” -1Tim.4:12

The parishes supported the Youth financially and by praying for them.  They also helped with their activities and fundraising.  Councils hosted receptions following sacraments, gave Bibles to graduates, donated to St. Mary’s CWL Chair, gave a scholarship to a female High School graduate and encourage the NET team. One Diocese reported the support of Bosco Homes. Some councils supported a petition for the Canadian Family Action Coalition to change the Internet Child Pornography Laws in Canada. Some councils support a Youth Mass held once a month.  They support Our Lady of Victory Camp, Edmonton Catholic Youth Rally and Children’s liturgy at Mass.

MINISTRY TO SENIORS, DISABLED, WIDOWED, SEPARATED AND DIVORCED

Councils reported visiting of shuts-ins and bringing the Eucharist to them. Councils hold prayer services, rosary, and Eucharistic celebrations at long-term & handicapped centres. Members have offered assistance and transportation, include these groups in parish activities, organize bingo at lodges, offer entertainment, teas, luncheons, and cards for all occasion. Councils provide Pastoral Care and help senior CWL members to attend meetings and activities. Some councils have reported inviting separated and divorced ladies to their functions and group outings.  One council reported buying Christmas gifts and making quilts for women at the Crisis Centre. There is support of Odessy House for abused women and children, support of Crossroads women’s shelter and baskets were made for widowed and elderly.

VOCATIONS

“You did not choose me but I chose you.” -John 15:16

Councils and members pray for vocations – personal, Sunday Mass, CWL masses. They provide financial support for those interested in religious life. Councils have hosted a celebration for the Pastor, adopt-a-seminarian, monetary gift to a seminarian, support retired priest and purchased church vestments. One diocese has 23 seminarians in the Adopt-a-Seminarian program.  Councils invite the seminarians to suppers and special events. Some councils invite their priest/religious to speak on vocations. Funds were raised for the Bishop's Education Program supporting seminarians. Councils take a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe home to pray for vocations.

CATHOLIC GIRLS' LEAGUE

The Catholic Girls’ League is very active in the Edmonton Diocese and I have had interest from the Calgary Diocese. The CGL is formed for the fulfillment of their faith, fun, friendship and formation of future CWL members.
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